The role of Alzheimer Abeta peptides in ion transport across cell membranes.
Accumulation of beta amyloid (Abeta) fibrils in senile plaques and cerebral blood vessel walls is characteristic of Alzheimer's disease (AD). We discuss several models that seek to explain the neurotoxic consequences, in particular the manner in which the neurotoxicity promotes cell dysfunction and cell death by an increase in cytosolic calcium ion concentration. To base correctly a new therapy on in vitro experiments, one must choose the right model mechanism.